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Family History Book

Your family history is a very important part of you. Below are some resources to record your heritage. Having a strong personal connection with history helps increase the significance and relevance. Now is the time to write it down, as memories lost are lost forever!
Make copies of the following page for each person in the family. Ask questions and record the answers! Scan and add photographs, newspaper clippings, and autographs. Include announcements, obituaries, report cards, and invitations.

Ask about relatives who are no longer living, the first relatives to arrive in our country, and family legends and heroes. Most importantly, write down the stories of your family’s memories.  
During the interview process, consider video or audio taping. Preserve the oral history of your family, including their voices. 
For researching your family tree, visit ancestry.com, rootsweb.com, or cyndislist.com.


Family Interview Form
Name ______________________________
Nickname ____________________ Birthdate_________________
Relationship to family book author _____________________________________________________________
Nationality and family heritage _________________________________________________________________
Hobbies or sports ___________________________________________________________________________
Musical instruments played ___________________________________________________________________
If applicable, testimony of trusting in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior ___________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Spiritual gifts and abilities _____________________________________________________________________
Favorite translation of the Bible ________________________________________________________________
Home Church(es) ___________________________________________________________________________
Favorite foods ______________________________________________________________________________
Favorite books _____________________________________________________________________________
Favorite joke _______________________________________________________________________________
Pets ______________________________________________________________________________________
Chores ___________________________________________________________________________________
First home memories ________________________________________________________________________
Education memories ________________________________________________________________________
Memories of growing up _____________________________________________________________________
Traditions _________________________________________________________________________________

Family and holiday celebrations _______________________________________________________________

Wedding memories _________________________________________________________________________

Occupation ________________________________________________________________________________

Most amazing technology advances _____________________________________________________________
Historical events experienced _________________________________________________________________
Service to Country and Community _____________________________________________________________

Health ____________________________________________________________________________________
Physical characteristics _______________________________________________________________________
If applicable, journey to America: 

Place of origin




Language spoken

_________________________________
________________________________________________
Reason for departure
_________________________________
________________________________________________
Date of departure



Place of departure 

_________________________________
________________________________________________
Date of arrival




Port of arrival 

            Name of ship or airline

_________________________________
______________________
________________________
Settled (location)

_________________________________
Occupation(s) before and after immigration


___________________________________________________________
Remarkable Details _________________________________________________________________________


Family Tree

Consider drawing a family tree. This may be a powerful symbol of belonging and how lives are interwoven. Consider the decisions and marriages made to bring you to where you are today! Start with a much larger piece of paper than you think you’ll need. Begin with you and your siblings as the trunk of the tree. Your parents are the first two branches and their parents branch out from them. Add aunts, uncles, cousins, and all the “greats.” Below is a simple example.
Genealogists’ numbering system for pedigree chart - You are number 1. Your father is number 2. Your mother is number 3. A father is two times his child’s number. A wife is one more than her husband. Thus, all men have even numbers, and all women have odd numbers. Include the date completed.


Pedigree Chart
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b. date and place of birth		d. date and place of death	m. date and place of marriage	For all women, use maiden names.    
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